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some time in the city reorganising The Progressive Chinese Society,
New members were obtained and, according to some surviving
members, it was necessary to find another place of meeting to
accommodate the larger numbers. There were about one hundred
who met together for drill, believing that some day there would be
fighting to do. The records of these activities were lost by fire but
it is thought that Sun collected a considerable sum of money for
the cause. Other sources say he was disappointed at the response
of his countrymen in Honolulu.
It will be remembered that Sun had planned a visit to the United
States of America a year before and cancelled it only on receiving
the urgent advice of Charles Jones Soong. Now, as the attempted
'revolt had failed, Sun reverted to his former plan of seeking support
in money and sympathy from Chinese in America. He was about
to leave for San Francisco when he had the good luck to see his old
Hongkong friends, the Cantlies, driving down a street in Honolulu.
Dr. Cantlie has described this chance reunion:
"The vehicle in which I was driving through the streets with my wife, and
a Japanese nurse in charge of my son, was stopped by an apparent Japanese,
looking very trim in European dress and with a moustache of respectable
dimensions, who preferred his hand, raised his hat, and smiled affably. We
all regarded him with astonishment; the Japanese nurse addressed him in
Japanese, but he shook his head in response, and it was some time before we
recognised it was Sun, minus his cue and Chinese dress. A cordial greeting
ensued, and a visit to London was arranged.**53
The "visit to London" indicates that Sun had thought already
of a European visit, but it was probably not much more than a vague
intention and Sun's promise to see his English friends in London
expressed a polite hope rather than any fixed plan.
In June 1896 Sun went to San Franpisco. It was the first occi-
dental city he had seen and must have influenced him profoundly.
He spent three months travelling across America to New York,
stopping in many places where Chinese lived. Everywhere he
preached to his countrymen the need to overthrow the Manchus
if China was to vbe saved, and the necessity for a complete recon-
struction. As America had freed herself from the rule of England
by a revolution, called the War of Independence, so China must
become free; and as a republic gave Americans security of life and
property, so a republic must be created in China. Always he spoke
first of the shameful conditions within China, the misrule and
corruption, the poverty and extortion.